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SUB J : IRANIAN-IRAQI RELATIONS 

1 . WHILE IN IRAN'S SOUTHWESTERN PROVINCE OF KHUZISTAN 
SEPTEMBER 5-9, 1 DISCUSSED WITH SEVERAL IRAIAN OFFICIALS 
THE EFFECT OF THE JUNE AGREEMENT BETWEEN IRAN AND IRAQ 
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LEVEL. THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THERE HAS BEEN 
CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENT. 

2. THE ACTING GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN AHWAZ SAID THAT IF THE 
AREA HE WAS MOST FAMILIAR WITH-PILGRIMAGES TO THE SHIA 
HOLY PLACES IN IRAQ- WAS REPRESENTATIVE OF OVERALL RELA- 
TIONS, THERE HAD BEEN MARKED PROGRESS TOWARD RECONCILLI 
ATION. HE SAID THAT RETURNING PILGRIMS HAD REPORTED THEY 
HAD BEEN WELL-TEATED BY BOTH IRAQI OFFICIALS AND THE 
POPULACE AT LARGE. HE ADDED THAT THE IRAQIS WERE RE-OPEN- 
ING THEIR CONSULATE IN KHORRAMSHAHR, PERHAPS INDICATIVE 
OF THEIR EXPECTATION THAT THERE WOULD BE INCREASING INTER- 
COURSE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES ACROSS THE KHUZISTAN 
FRONTIER. 

3. IRANIAN PORT OFFICIALS IN KHORRAMSHAHR ALSO REPORTED 
AN IMPROVED ATMOSPHERE. PRIOR TO THE AGREEMENT, IRANIAN 
PILOTS COULD ONLY BRING SHIPS FLYING THE IRANIAN FLAG UP 
THE SHATT-AL-ARAB; IRAQI PILOTS HANDLED EVERYTHING ELSE. 

AS A RESULT, THE IRAQIS COULD BLOCKADE THE PORT SIMPLY 
BY REFUSING TO BRING IN ALL SHIPS FLYING THIRD COUNTRY 
FLAGS. ON ONE OCCASION EARLY THIS YEAR, WHEN IRAQI PILOTS 
WENT ON STRIKE, KHORRAMSHAHR EXPERIENCED THE ANOMALY OF 
HAVING ALL ITS BERTHS EMPTY FOR SIX DAYS WHILE MORE THAN 
100 SHIPS WERE WAITING BEYOND THE OUTER BAR OF THE SHATT 
FOR A BERTH IN THE PORT. 

4. NOW, HOWEVER, PILOTING CHORES ARE SPLIT 50-50 BE- 
TWEEN THE IRANIANS AND IRAQIS REGARDLESS OF THE CARRIER S 
FLAG. AS CONSEQUENCE, IRAQ HAS EARNED CONSIDERABLE GOOD- 
WILL ON THE IRANIAN SIDE OF THE RIVER, TO THE EXTENT THAT 
THE KHORRAMSHAHR PORT AUTHORITY SENT HELP TO THE IRAQIS 
DURING A RECENT FIRE AT BASRA A FEW MILES UPSTREAM. 
TOMSETH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, CONCILIATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 SEP 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SHIRAZ00064 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760364-0141 
From: SHIRAZ 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976091 6/aaaaanmf. tel 

Line Count: 95 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 JUN 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <06 OCT 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IRANIAN-IRAQI RELATIONS 
TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, IR, IZ 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



